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NAREIT ENDORSES MARKETPLACE FAIRNESS ACT OF 2013
Act Introduced in House and Senate With Bipartisan Support
WASHINGTON, DC, February 14—The National Association of Real Estate
Investment Trusts (NAREIT) strongly endorsed the Marketplace Fairness Act of 2013
(MFA) – legislation introduced today that would create a roadmap for states to collect the
sales and use taxes on internet sales they already are owed, providing tax parity for brickand-mortar and internet retailers, simplifying state tax filing for individuals, and helping
address state budget shortfalls at no cost to the federal government.
The identical legislation was introduced in both houses of Congress with bipartisan
support. S. 336 was introduced in the Senate by Senators Mike Enzi (R-WY), Dick
Durbin (D-IL), Lamar Alexander (R-TN), and Heidi Heitkamp (D-SD), along with a
number of bipartisan co-sponsors. H.R. 684 was introduced in the House by
Representatives Steve Womack (R-AR), Kristi Noem (R-SD), Jackie Speier (D-CA),
Peter Welch (D-VT) and John Conyers (D-MI), along with many bipartisan co-sponsors.
Among other things, the Marketplace Fairness Act would provide a plan for
simplification so states may impose collection responsibility equally on retail sales
regardless of whether they occur at storefronts or online. Additionally, the Marketplace
Fairness Act provides an exemption for small businesses and would relieve consumers of
having to self-report sales/use taxes they already owe.
“The Marketplace Fairness Act would create a more level playing field on which all
retailers may compete,” said NAREIT President and CEO Steven A. Wechsler. “It also
would provide a critical source of revenues needed by our state governments today.”
NAREIT is a member of the Marketplace Fairness Coalition, a broad group of businesses
and trade associations, including the American Booksellers Association, the National
Retail Federation, the International Council of Shopping Centers, the Retail Industry
Leaders Association, and the National Association of College Stores, which supports the
Marketplace Fairness Act. Notably, online retailer Amazon.com also supports this
legislation.
For more information about the Marketplace Fairness Act and related legislation, see
http://www.reit.com/PolicyIssues/FederalTaxLegislation/Sales-Tax-Fairness.aspx. For
more information about the Marketplace Fairness Coalition, including a list of companies
and organizations that support federal legislation, please visit
www.marketplacefairnessnow.org.
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