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More than mutual funds and exchange-traded funds
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New York Stock Exchange with
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More than two dozen
countries have adopted
the U.S. approach to REITs
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REITS (Real Estate Investment Trusts) are a type of
real estate investment company modeled after mutual
funds. REITs were established by Congress in 1960 to
provide Americans from all income levels the opportunity
to invest in income-producing real estate. Congress
understood then - as it does now - the diverse role real
estate plays in the U.S. economy.

Over the past five decades, REITs have helped achieve
important economic goals. REITs support the growth of

the U.S. economy by effectively and efficiently channeling
capital into real estate, bringing greater transparency to

real estate investment, creating liquidity in the real estate
sector of the economy and contributing to the nation’s tax base.

Today, REITs are tied to almost all aspects of the economy,
including apartments, data centers, hospitals, hotels,
industrial facilities, life-science buildings, nursing homes,
offices, shopping malls, storage centers, student housing,
and timberlands.
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